Clinical experience with SonoVue in myocardial perfusion imaging.
Ultrasound-enhancing agents have the potential to evaluate myocardial perfusion, adding a new dimension to echocardiography. This article summarizes the clinical studies involving SonoVue, a new intravenous ultrasound contrast agent, in assessing myocardial perfusion. Safe and well tolerated, SonoVue coupled with echocardiography has the capability to identify perfusion abnormalities, as confirmed by scintigraphic imaging. While the optimal modalities for ultrasound perfusion assessment are not yet determined, numerous technical advances have been introduced: continuous infusion or slow intravenous administration of the agent, harmonic intermittent imaging, pulse inversion, background subtraction, color coding, and others. SonoVue is a promising new agent in the booming field of myocardial contrast echocardiography.